Forgiveness VBS Lesson
Object Lesson

Have one teammate help you count grains of sand from a big bucket during the lesson.  Check on them throughout the lesson.  They be off to the side and by the middle of the lesson they will have 100s and only a tiny little pile.  By the end still only 100s and a tiny pile.

At the end you will relate this to the fact that God will forgive us more times than all the sand in this bucket, and all the sand in the whole world.  And that is what He expects us to do for others.

Forgiveness

Supplies: bring with you many different pencils.  All are different sizes, shapes, and colors.  Only similarity is that all of them have used the eraser down completely.  Helpful if there is a teacher in the group if they just pick up some in the hall at school to bring.

Just look at all of these pencils! There are short pencils, long pencils, skinny pencils, and fat pencils. There are yellow, red, black, and white pencils. There are many different shapes, sizes, and colors of pencils, but what is the one thing they all have in common? (The erase is worn off)

The eraser is worn off of every one of them. Do you know what that tells me? It tells me that I make a lot of mistakes. When I make a mistake, I erase it and start over, and over again, until I get it right! I don't know why I keep these pencils, because as many mistakes as I make, a pencil without an eraser is pretty useless.

These pencils remind me of people. People come in all different sizes, shapes, and colors too, but we all have one thing in common, we all make mistakes! We make a lot of mistakes. That is why God sent Jesus to die on the cross -- to erase our mistakes. When we do something wrong, we can ask God to forgive us and because of Jesus, He will erase our mistakes and we can start over again, and again, and again. Unlike these pencils, God's eraser never wears out!

Just as God forgives us over and over again. Jesus taught us that we should forgive other people over and over again.

One day, Peter asked Jesus, "How many times should I forgive someone who sins against me? Should I forgive him seven times?" I imagine that Peter was pretty proud of himself for being willing to forgive someone seven times.

Jesus answered, "Not seven times, but seventy times seven times!"

I think Jesus knew that if he said we should forgive seventy times seven times, we would never be able to keep count and we would forgive over, and over again, just as he forgives us.

It doesn't matter if we are short or tall, skinny or fat, red, white, yellow, or black, we all need God's forgiveness. We also need to remember that Jesus taught that we are to forgive others just as God forgives us.
Go back to the object lesson (counting grains) and explain as described above…
What if we don’t forgive
· Activity to show that unforgiveness weighs us down
· Use the bucket of sand from the object lesson.  Have one team member race a kid while holding the bucket of sand.  Let the kid win.
· Explain that holding onto pain, anger, and unforgiveness in our heart is like trying to walk around through life carrying a huge bucket of sand.  It weighs us down and only hurts us!  We can let go of that sand by forgiving others, even when it’s something hard to forgive!
Craft

· Explain the three colors of the salvation message and what each means – black, red, white.

· Make sand art cross necklace with these three colors to remind us of the salvation message and the God forgives us more than the grains of sand, and we should forgive others the same way.


