Jesus’ Birth – King Born into Poverty
This lesson is one in a series that explains the different pieces of John 3:16.  The God made the world lesson explain the second part: “…that He gave His only Son  “.  This helps the kids memorize the verse through the week and gives them application for it.

Lesson
Mary and Joseph were going to Bethlehem.  Baby Jesus hasn’t been born yet.  When Mary and Joseph got to Bethlehem they needed to rest.  They had been on a long trip, and they were tired.  But when they went to the inn to find a place to sleep, there wasn’t any room!  Other people were already resting in all the sleeping spots.

Joseph was worried about Mary.  He wanted to take care of her.  Joseph knew that Mary needed a resting spot after the long trip to Bethlehem.  There wasn’t room in the inn, but there was room at a stable nearby.  A stable is like a barn.  A stable is a good resting spot for animals, but it’s a strange resting spot for people.

Joseph took Mary to the stable for a rest.  The Bible tells us that while Mary and Joseph were resting in the stable, it became time for Mary’s baby to be born!  The Bible tells us that Mary had her baby, Jesus, in the stable.  I think Mary was excited about her beautiful, new baby (rock baby doll in your arms and smile as you gaze at it).  If I were Mary, I would’ve looked at the baby’s little fingers and toes (pantomime).  I would have rubbed the baby’s cheek gently and kissed His little forehead.

The Bible tells us that Mary baby Jesus in strips of cloth (do so as you talk).  New babies love to be wrapped snuggly because it makes them feel safe and it keeps them warm.  Mary wanted baby Jesus to feel safe and warm, so she wrapped Him just right.

Was there a special baby bed in the stable?  Nope!  The stable wasn’t a place for people to rest, only animals, so there weren’t any beds at all!  But there was a manger (kneel down by manger).  Mangers were big rocks that had been carved out to hold food for animals.  Mary decided the manger would be a safe place for baby Jesus, so she laid Him in the middle of clean, sweet-smelling straw (place doll gently and “fuss” with cloth strips, etc.).  Shhh!  Baby Jesus is sleeping.

Why is Jesus special?  [Because He is God’s Son]

But not everyone knew Jesus is God’s Son.  I think people in the inn would have given Jesus their resting spot if they had known Jesus is God’s Son.  But they didn’t know, so Jesus rested in the manger.

Mary took good care of Him, not just because it was her baby, but because He is God’s Son.

The Bible tells us there were shepherds (have children say “Baaaa!”) out in the field one night, watching their sheep.  An angel appeared, shining and glorious, and the shepherds (Baaaa!) were afraid!  The shepherds (Baaaa!) had been out in the fields at night many times before, but they’d never seen an angel!
The angel said to the shepherds (Baaaa!), “Don’t be afraid!  I have good news; happy news; news for all people.  Today a special baby has been born—baby Jesus!  You’ll find Him wrapped in cloth and lying in a manger.”

Suddenly the sky was full of angels!  The angels praised God, and then they left.  Wow!  The shepherds (Baaaa!) could not believe what had happened!  But they were very excited!  “Let’s go find this baby,” the shepherds (Baaa!) said.

The Bible says they hurried to find baby Jesus.  He was in a manger just like the angel said.  Then the shepherds (Baaaa!) told everyone they saw about what the angel had said about finding baby Jesus in a manger.  The shepherds (Baaaa!) knew baby Jesus was for everyone!  That’s why they shared the good news with everyone they met!
So why was baby Jesus so special for the shepherds to find?  Jesus is God’s Son.
Activities
· Maze to get to manger

· JESUS (in Russian) in dot to dot.  Connect the dots with colored macaroni or other random stuff.  Kids could pick out items from a bag to glue on.

· Supplies/Materials:

· Copies of maze page

· JESUS in dot to dot on card stock
· Colored macaroni, yarn, pipe cleaners, shells, foam dots, stickers
· Crayons

· Washable glue

