Daniel Superhero Lesson
Skit
Daniel: Hi everyone. My name is Daniel. I’d like for you to help me tell my story? Will you help me out? (Wait for students to agree.) I made it a habit early in my life to pray to God, the one true God. I always prayed on my knees just like this (get down on knees and fold hands). I prayed three times a day for much of my life so it became very easy to do. If fact, let’s pray right now. Repeat after me.


Dear God, thank you for always listening to me. Help me to always follow you and obey you, no matter what. Amen.

Teacher: Daniel, can we hear the part about the lion’s den now?

Daniel: In time, but there’s so much more to my story than just the lion’s den. And by the way, praying on a regular basis is what got me thrown into the lion’s den. 

Teacher: All right, so maybe you can tell us a little of what led up to the lion’s den.

Daniel: I’d love to. But can I have the kids help me with the story?

Teacher: Sure.

Daniel: OK, when you hear the word “pray,” I want you to put your hands together like you are praying. (Show praying motion.) When you hear the words “lions’ den,” I want you to open and close your hands like a lion’s paws, and growl one time until I do this (hold hand in stop motion). Pray. (Watch for motion.) Lion’s Den. (Watch for motion.) (Repeat a few times.)

All right, I think you’ve got it. Here’s my story. When I was much younger, just a teenager, a lot of my friends and I were taken away from our homes to another country. When we got there, we were made to be slaves.

Teacher: That doesn’t sound very good. What did you do?

Daniel: I prayed to God and made the best of the situation.

King: (From back of room.) Yes he did.

Teacher: Who’s that over there?

Daniel: That’s King Darius. He was one of the kings I served. Hi King Darius.

King: I hope you don’t mind if I help tell the story.

Daniel: No, that would be great. It’s good to have you here.

Teacher: Welcome King Darius. You’re going to help tell the story of when Daniel got thrown into the lions’ den?

King: There’s actually more to his story than that. Did you know that Daniel was well known for praying to God?

Teacher: That’s what I’m learning.

King: In fact, it was because of Daniel’s belief in God that he first became one of King Nebuchadnezzar’s servants. Then I made him a servant in my palace, too. I noticed that Daniel was a good worker, so I promoted him and two others to the best jobs in the country. He was doing such a good job that I wanted to put him in charge of the entire kingdom.

Teacher: Sounds like things were going well for you, Daniel. What did you possibly do wrong that got you thrown into a lion’s den?

Daniel: Nothing, really. Because of all the good things that were happening to me, the other guys I worked with got jealous.

Teacher: They were jealous? Is that what got you thrown into a lion’s den?

Daniel: We’re not quite there yet. But I did keep praying to God. The jealous guys became very sneaky and tried to find something wrong with me to tell the king about. They couldn’t find anything, so they decided to be really sneaky and make a good thing I was doing into a bad thing. They knew that I prayed to God three times a day. So their idea was to trick the king into making a law that no one could pray to God.

Teacher: Wait a minute. (to King) How could they trick you into making a bad law? And how can you even make a law not to pray to God?

King: They were really sneaky. They came to me as a group and told me that I should make a new law. The law would be that for the next 30 days everyone in the kingdom could only pray to the king, me. Anyone caught praying to any other man or god would be thrown into a lions’ den.

Teacher: But you knew Daniel prayed to God.

King: I don’t know if I did or didn’t. But you see, I like to feel important. I’m the king. I make laws. I didn’t think I was doing anything that would harm Daniel.

Teacher: So you made a law that said on one could pray to God?

King: Yeah.

Teacher: Then what did you do (to Daniel)? 

Daniel: I had to make a choice. I had prayed to God most of my life and I wasn’t about to stop. When I learned that King Darius had passed the law, I went home to my upstairs room, opened the windows like I always did, got down on my knees, and prayed to God three times a day. Those sneaky men caught me and reported what they saw to the King.


King: When I heard this, I was really troubled. I knew this meant that Daniel would have to be thrown into the lions’ den. I felt badly for Daniel, but he broke the law of the king. So, I had Daniel put in the lions’ den, and a stone place over it. I sealed it with my ring so that no one could change it. The stone had to remain there until the next day.

Teacher: So what happened?

King: I went back to the palace, but I was so sad that I couldn’t eat or sleep. I just waited until morning, when I ran to the lions’ den. I yelled, “Daniel, Daniel, had your God rescued you?”

Daniel: I answered the king and told him that God had shut the mouths of the lions. They had not hurt me because God knows I did nothing wrong to Him or to you King.

King: I was very glad that Daniel was safe, and for their sneaky actions, I had the men that tricked me into making that law thrown into the lions’ den along with their families. They were eaten by the lions.

Daniel: And we went on and lived happily with King Darius in power.

Teacher: Wow, what a great story. Thank you for sharing it.
Craft

· Lion’s paws out of paper plates
· “Faith, Hope, Love” bracelets (Oriental Trading, $3.49 per dozen).  The kids get to write down one thing they are afraid of on the inside of the bracelet.  Keep the bracelet to remind them to give this fear to God.


