Zacchaeus VBS Lesson
Object Lesson Intro

Supplies: Three toys—one brand-new (still in the wrapper), one in great condition, and one in poor condition

Today I brought in three toys to show you. I want you to vote on which one you would rather have. Hold up or pass around the three items: one brand-new and still in the wrapper, one that is used but still in excellent condition, and one that the kids would like but has been well used and looks it (baseball glove, doll, sentimental childhood toy, etc.).

Take time to talk about each toy. Encourage the kids to talk about the advantages of each.

Now you get to vote by raising your hand for the toy that is the one you would love to have as your very own. You may vote only for one toy. On the board write Toy 1, Toy 2, and Toy 3.

Hold up the first toy and let the kids vote. Count the number of hands. Do the same with the second and third toys. Wow, I can see most of you really loved toy number __. Hold up the toy.

What made you really want this toy? Let volunteers share.

The second most popular toy was ___. Hold up that toy. Why did some of you vote for this one? Give the kids time to express their answer.

Hold up the last toy. If any children voted for it, ask them why. Some children may have wanted it, but not as much as the other toys. Why did you not vote for this toy? Let the kids talk about why they didn’t like it as much as the other choices.

I like this toy very much. Here’s why. Explain the uniqueness of the item and why it is special to you. People often do what you just did. We look at the outside of something—what it looks like— and decide if we like it or not. I’m glad Jesus doesn’t do that. Jesus looks on the inside. He loves everyone. He loves us even when no one else does.  We’re going to hear a story today about a man who others thought of like this toy… but Jesus looked at him on the inside!
(Maybe switch team members)

Zacchaeus Story

Our story today comes from the part of the Bible called Luke 19.

The Bible tells us about a man named Zacchaeus. He was very short. Motion a very short person by putting your hand down low to the floor. Invite the children to do it too, and to do it again every time you say “Zacchaeus” during the story.

Zacchaeus (put your hand low to the floor) was a tax collector. He collected money. Sometimes he took too much money. He kept the extra money. People didn’t like Zacchaeus (put hand low) because he took too much money.

One day Zacchaeus (put hand low) heard that Jesus was in town. Zacchaeus (put hand low) wanted to see Jesus. He had heard many things about Jesus. Zacchaeus (put hand low) went to where Jesus was going to walk along the road. But he couldn’t see over the tall people who were already there, lining the sides of the road. How would he see Jesus?

Zacchaeus (put hand low) looked around. He ran over to a sycamore tree and climbed up on a branch. Now Zacchaeus (put hand low) could see over the people. He was just in time. Jesus was coming!

When Jesus reached the sycamore tree, He stopped and looked up. Jesus said, “Zacchaeus, (put hand low) come down right away. I must stay at your house today.”

Zacchaeus (put hand low) climbed down from the tree. He was happy Jesus wanted to visit his house!

But when people saw Jesus going to Zacchaeus’s (put hand low) house, they were angry. “Why is Jesus visiting him? He is not a good man. He takes too much money.”

But even though Zacchaeus (put hand low) had done wrong, Jesus loved and forgave Zacchaeus (put hand low). Zacchaeus (put hand low) was sorry for the wrong things he had done.

He said, “Jesus, I have not been good. I’ll give the people back their money—and some extra, too!”

Jesus showed His love to Zacchaeus (put hand low). Zacchaeus (put hand low) showed Jesus’ love to others.

Quick discussion questions with kids – try to get them to relate to Zacchaeus – have you ever felt like Zacchaeus?  Different from everyone else and like no one cared about you?  Have you ever thought you did something so bad no one could ever forgive you?  Let’s talk more about forgiveness!

(Maybe switch team members)

Application Activity (supplies: bring 2 calculators)
Does anyone recognize this little machine? Hold up a calculator and allow kids to respond. That's right, this is a calculator. The calculator is a fantastic invention. You can use a calculator to add and subtract without counting on your fingers. Does anyone here know how to work a calculator? 

Invite an older kid to take a calculator, you keep one and do the following together.

Let's see if we can do some addition with these calculators. Let's add 3 + 3 + 4. Say the numbers slowly so kid can enter them as you speak. What did you get? 10! Me too-That's right. Isn't this great? 

Now let's add 7 + 9 + 4. What did you get? Kid will probably say "20." You got 20? Oh my, I must have added wrong. I got 21. Here, I'll just push the "clear" button. Now I'll add it again. Yep. You're right. It is 20.

That little clear button is one of my favorite things about calculators. If you make a mistake, it just clears the screen and you can start all over again. 

The Bible says that God is the one who forgives all our sins. After we're forgiven, God won't even remember our sins. It's like God has a clear button for each one of us, and with just a touch of his finger, all our sins are gone forever.
That’s exactly what Jesus did with Zaccheaus!  Zaccheaus believed in Jesus and trusted Him and even though he had done bad things before, Jesus forgave Zaccheaus!
Of course, we know it’s not as simple as a calculator. God sent his son Jesus to die for us, and that cost him a great deal. But because of Jesus' death and resurrection, all our sins can be forgiven. If we pray and accept Jesus into our heart, God will wipe all our sins away—just like I cleared my mistake on this calculator. And just like he did for Zaccheaus. We can start all over and never have to worry about the sins of the past.
Salvation Message

If you want Jesus to come into your heart and forgive your sins, it can be as easy as 1, 2, 3…
1. Admit you do bad things and say you’re sorry.

2. Believe Jesus was the son of God, came to earth, lived a perfect life, died on the cross as punishment for our sins, and rose from the dead 3 days later.

3. Choose to accept God’s forgiveness, and choose to be forever friends with Jesus

Go through these with the kids a few times.  Have them repeat (in Russian) 1- Admit, 2- Believe, 3- Choose; a couple times.

Pray salvation prayer

