Does God Really Love Me?

· Go over answer to homework question from the previous day:

· How does God show His love for us in Matthew 18:10-14?

· God is the Shepherd who loves each of us so much that He would go looking for just one of us who gets lost!
· Have kids read Ephesians 3:14-19

· “For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name.  I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.  And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge – that you may be filled ot the measure of all the fullness of God.”
· ? Do you ever wonder if God really loves you?

· It’s really hard sometimes to understand just how much God loves us, let’s go through some verses that will maybe help us understand better.

· God loves us so much He created us…

· Have kids read Psalm 139:13-14.
· “For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.”

· ? In what ways did God make you special when he knit you together in your mom’s tummy? What kind of talents/gifts do you have?

· ? If God cared about you and paid so much attention to you before you were even born, do you think he cares about what happens in your life now? 

· Jesus loves us so much He prayed for us…

· Have kids read John 17:20-26

· “My prayer is not for them alone.  I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.  May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me.  May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.  Father I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.  Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me.  I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”
· ? Have you ever prayed to God on someone else’s behalf? 

· ? Why did you do that? (because you care about them)

· Jesus died for us…

· Have kids read John 3:16

· “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him will not perish but have everlasting life.”

· Have kids read Romans 5:8

· “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

· Have kids read 1 John 4:9-10

· “This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.  This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”
· ? Did you love God first? Or did God love you first?

· ? Did you do anything to deserve the love God has given us through sending his Son Jesus to die on the cross to pay for our sins?

· It’s true that we can’t do anything to deserve the love God gives us…HOWEVER, we can be grateful and respond to the love He gives us. So…what is our response to God’s love?

· Have kids read John 15:9-13

· “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.  Now remain in my live.  If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love.  I have told you this so that my job may be in you and that your job may be complete.  My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.  Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”
· ? How does God want us to respond to His love?
· ?What are some ways you can show love to other kids?

· ?To the adults?
· Go through prayer requests with the kids.

· Homework for next day… based on the lesson you choose to follow this lesson, look at the homework answer from the previous day to determine what the question is to ask the kids for the next day…
