If I’m Forgiven, What’s the Big Deal About Sin?

· Go over answer to homework question from the previous day:

· Find two examples of Jesus forgiving people (John 21 and March 2:5)
· Jesus forgave Peter in John 21 and a paralyzed man in Mark 2

· Game where 3 kids go along a skinny path (marked out with masking tape) and tap one on the shoulder to switch directions… but not enough room for two people walking different directions, without bumping others off.
· Each of us faces so many different choices every day, and each choice has its own set of consequences. Maybe you’ve chosen to do something you knew was wrong. What happens then?

· Think about how you felt in our game when someone deliberately got you disqualified. Now think of how God must feel when we deliberately sin. Do you think God would want to forgive people who know they’re sinning and do it anyway?

There are some sins that—if we’re honest—kind of seem like fun, right? They don’t seem to hurt anybody; they’re not a big deal. Like staying up past lights out or being disrespectful of your teachers and sneaking an extra snack she said you shouldn’t eat. Everyone does stuff like that, right? It’s tempting and fun…and if you’re already forgiven because Jesus is your Savior, what’s the big deal?
So what’s wrong with sinning if God is just going to forgive us? Why not have a little fun and do whatever we want? Why should we have to follow the rules anymore if Jesus got rid of them? If we’re already forgiven, what’s the big deal about sin? Let’s grapple with that.
Have kids draw a picture of a gross thing and a beautiful thing in their notebooks.  We will come back to this later!
Have kids read Psalm 51:1-10
1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion 
       blot out my transgressions. 

 2 Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 

 3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 

 4 Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, 
       so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge. 

 5 Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 

 6 Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place. 

 7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 

 8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 

 9 Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. 

 10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

· Explain why you’d rather be the gross thing or the beautiful thing?
· How does forgiveness take you from the gross picture to the beautiful picture? 
· According to these passages, what are some consequences of sin even though God has already forgiven us?
Have kids read Romans 6:12-15.

12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 14For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.  15What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!
· What do you think Paul meant when he wrote, “You were dead, but now you have new life”? 
· How does having a new life affect whether or not you choose to sin on purpose? 
· How can these verses encourage you to live differently?

Have kids read Psalm 32.

1 Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

2 Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does not count against him and in whose spirit is no deceit. 

 3 When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. 

 4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer. Selah 

 5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD "—and you forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah 

 6 Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you while you may be found; surely when the mighty waters rise, they will not reach him. 

7 You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and surround me with songs of deliverance. Selah 

 8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you and watch over you. 

 9 Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no understanding but must be controlled by bit and bridle 
       or they will not come to you. 

 10 Many are the woes of the wicked, but the LORD's unfailing love surrounds the man who trusts in him. 

 11 Rejoice in the LORD and be glad, you righteous; sing, all you who are upright in heart!

· What does God call us to do if we’ve sinned even if we’re Christians? 
· Why do you think we’re supposed to do this? 
· How does following this command help you grow in your relationship with God?
· What is one thing you need to confess to God right now?
· Go through prayer requests with the kids.

· Homework for next day… based on the lesson you choose to follow this lesson, look at the homework answer from the previous day to determine what the question is to ask the kids for the next day…






