Is Being Liked What Really Matters?
· Go over answer to homework question from the previous day:

· Name two people in the Bible that others did not like (Luke 19 and John 5)
· Luke 19 – Zaccheaus and John 5 – Jesus

· Were you surprised to see that one of the people in the Bible others didn’t like was Jesus?  We will talk more about this today.

We all want to be liked. It feels good to know we have friends who enjoy our company and want to be with us. It doesn’t feel so good to be lonely and wonder whether anyone really likes us. Today we’re going to grapple with this question: Is being liked what matters? Maybe we could ask if being liked is what matters most or if there is something even more important.
(Share a time in your life when you felt left out. Share how it felt.)  Example…
Sometimes because I don’t know Russian, I feel left out when I come to visit.  I feel like I can’t talk to my good friends and it makes me very sad.
We’ve all had times when we were left out or didn’t have friends.  It’s hard and it’s lonely.  I want you to turn to the person next to you and say “I’ve felt lonely and mistreated.” Each person in this room has felt this way at some time.  You aren’t the only one.

It’s important for us to realize that and know that we are never alone.  Hurt feelings, having people ignore us, being called names or just not being noticed is hard.  Even though we may have been forgotten or left out God is ALWAYS with us.

In Ephesians 4:32, it says “Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you.”  

1. Look around the room for someone by themselves and go talk to them.

2. Include them with your group of friends.

3. When you are at school and see someone sitting by themselves, ask them to sit with you.

We all need people to like us, but God wants us to like others, too.  Share God’s love with everyone you meet.

How can we help others feel liked?  Think of one way you can reach out to others. (get answers).

Think for a moment and then I want you to write down in your notebook, on a scale of 1 to 10, how liked you think you are. Be honest with yourself; you won’t need to share your rating with anyone else.  We will come back to that later.

Unfortunately, not everyone will like you. Jesus had encounters with people who didn’t like him at all. 

Have kids read John 5:16-18
16So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jews persecuted him. 17Jesus said to them, "My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am working." 18For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.

· So who is it that people didn’t like in this verse?

· Can you believe that someone didn’t like Jesus?

43I have come in my Father's name, and you do not accept me; but if someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him. 44How can you believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make no effort to obtain the praise that comes from the only God? 

· What does this say about whose approval should matter most to you?

·  Can you think of something you would do to make that person like you?

·  How about something you would never do to make that person like you? 

Have kids read Galatians 1:10.

10Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ.

· What this verse is saying is that we can’t put being liked by others over doing what God tell us to do.
· What are some things that you wouldn’t do to get others to like you, because you want to follow Jesus?
Have kids read Psalm 139:17-18.

17 How precious to [b] me are your thoughts, O God! 
       How vast is the sum of them! 

 18 Were I to count them, 
       they would outnumber the grains of sand. 
       When I awake, 
       I am still with you. 

· So these verses are telling us that God thinks about us all the time.
· Why do you think He is thinking about you all the time?  Is it because He has nothing better to do? (No, because He loves us)
· How does knowing that God thinks about you make you feel? 

· So God is thinking about us all the time because He loves us so very much!
Close your eyes again and think back to the “likability” rating you gave yourself earlier. Now give yourself a new rating based on how much God likes you.
· Go through prayer requests with the kids.

· Homework for next day… based on the lesson you choose to follow this lesson, look at the homework answer from the previous day to determine what the question is to ask the kids for the next day…






