Intro into “The Christian Life Looks Different”
Introduction to Discipleship Lessons
Explain that this is a time for kids who want to be very serious about learning more about Christ and growing in their relationship with him, so we need kids who want to be serious to come and commit to being there every day.  For kids who haven’t previously accepted Christ, some of the things we talk about may seem confusing, but just try to listen as best you can and if you have questions we are happy to answer them.  If anyone doesn’t want to be serious and spend this time learning, that’s ok.  We have games going on outside all week during this time that will be very fun, so you can excuse yourself now and go do that instead.

Pass out notebooks, pens, highlighters, Bibles and explain to the kids they will need to bring these back each day to the lesson.  Have the kids write their names in them in English and Russian so that we can help them get to the right people.

Divide kids into 2 small groups, let them know we will meet at this same time and place every day for the next 6 days.

The Christian Life Looks Difference
· Do you think a Christian’s life looks different than a non-Christian’s life?

· Do you think it SHOULD look different? Why?

Our lives should look different because Jesus makes us a new creation-we’re not the same!!  

(Read and highlight)

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man [be] in Christ, [he is] a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.  
Our lives should look different because we have a new way of thinking, a way that makes us want to be like Jesus!

Ephesians 4:22-24 22You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.
 
Butterfly Example
Show pictures of a butterfly in all the stages – caterpillar, cocoon, and butterfly.

It is a miracle that this worm can transform into a beautiful butterfly!  Explain that before we become a Christian we are a lot like the caterpillar.  A caterpillar spends all his time eating and eating, just like before we become Christians we are consumed with just the physical and material world.  When we become Christians, God wants us to completely transform our lives by following Him and becoming like butterflies!  It’s a process though to become butterflies, and it’s not always easy.  When a caterpillar is in the cocoon can you imagine how many changes it’s going through to become a butterfly?  We can’t see it, but think about it – it’s even growing wings!

But we can’t become a butterfly by just doing the same things we did when we were caterpillars.  There are a lot of people that say they are Christians, but still act the same way, so they are still caterpillars.  If we transform our lives to be like Christ, it may not always be easy – like the caterpillar in the cocoon, but God will transform our lives into something beautiful like this butterfly.

Why doesn’t the Christian life always look different? 
· So if Christians’ lives should look different, why don’t they always? 

1. Because we live in a world where it’s not popular to follow God. This was true even when Jesus lived 2,000 years ago!

John 15:18-20 (NIV) "If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own... Remember the words I spoke to you; 'No servant is greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also." 
2. Because Satan is real and wants to deter you from following God in every part of your life.

What are some things that Satan uses to deter you from focusing on being like Christ and turning into the butterfly?

· Money

· Possessions

· Popularity

· Relationships

· Jobs – being the best

These things on their own aren’t bad, they are just bad if they get in the way of your focus on Christ and transforming your life to be like Him – in all the ways we are going to talk about this week! 
3. Because it’s hard to live a life that’s different when we try to do it on our own.

FORTUNATELY God didn’t ask us to do the Christian life on our own. God promises to always be with us and to help us when we’re struggling.

Isaiah 41:10 So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.
God also gives us guidelines in the Bible on how to become more like Him.

2 Timothy 3:16 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
SO what does the Bible say about how we should live and ways in which we should look different? Well it says a LOT! During our time in discipleship, we’ll talk about 5 specific parts of our lives that should look different.

· who we date

· what we say

· what we do

· who we follow

· our relationship with God

[Show kids the non-Christian vs. Christian poster and explain what we’ll be doing with it.]

· Add picture of the caterpillar and butterfly to the non-Christian vs. Christian poster

Did Jesus’ life look different when he was on earth? How? (optional question based on time)

· He served others

· He prayed a LOT

· He loved everyone (even those who others didn’t)

· He treated everyone the same 

· He cared about the heart of people more than the outside

· He trusted God

Day 2 – Difference #1: Dating
Get your Bibles, pens, highlighters, and notebooks out.  Remind kids that this is a time for serious Bible study, and if they aren’t interested in this, they can go outside and play.

· Why do people date?

· Who here wants to get married?

· What traits do you think are important in a spouse?

· Do you think dating should look different for Christians vs. Non-Christians? How?

Let’s look at what the Bible says-
· Guard your heart: be careful about giving our affections away 
v. Proverbs 4:23 (NLT) ~ Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the course of your life.

-What does it mean to guard something? (protect)

-What do you think it means to “guard your heart”? (protect it from being hurt)

-Why would do you think God tells us to guard our hearts? (because He wants to protect us, He doesn’t want us to get hurt, so we can make wise decisions on who we date, ADD personal experience if desired)

· Dating other Christians
v. 2 Corinthians 6:14 ~ Don’t team up with those who are unbelievers. How can righteousness be a partner with wickedness? How can light live with darkness?

-What opposites do we see in this verse? (righteousness vs. wickedness aka good vs. bad; light vs. dark)
-What are other examples of opposites?

-Can you see that in this verse God is telling us that teaming up/being yolked with a non-Christian is an opposite?

-Show oil and water example AND food coloring example. (Explain oil/water is like to non-Christians dating.  They don’t mix together because one of them doesn’t know God’s love.  The food colors mixed together and together made a pretty green color.  Both of them knew about God’s love.)

-If you are a Christian, do you feel like you are opposite of your non-Christian friends?

-Explain that we may have things in common with non-Christians, but when it comes to the important things about having a relationship with God, living how God wants us to, and our purpose in life-we are VERY opposite of non-Christians.

-When you choose to date someone you are basically saying, ‘My values are the same as their values’. Drinking? Smoking? Stealing? Disrespectful? Cursing? You want to make sure this is true.

-Why do you think God gave us this rule? (not to be mean, to save us from troubles that many marriages have, because He wants to help us)
· Is it really love?
-Ok let’s put you in a situation, you’ve been guarding your heart and then you met someone who is a Christian, and you’re trying to figure out if it is really love and they could be the one you should marry-how do you figure that out?

v. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (NLT) ~  4 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud 5 or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. 6 It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. 7 Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.

-Let’s list the things that love is and write them in your journal.

-When you’re thinking about whether this person is someone you should marry-maybe ask yourself these questions – Are you patient with each other? Are you kind to each others? Etc.

-Why do you think some Christians ignore this rule? (they get caught up in feelings, they feel pressure to get married, etc)
-If we wait and date the way God has told us to, what positive things do you think will happen? (we will please God, we will have a spouse that supports us in our relationship with God, it will be easier to raise children with the same values)
-Update Poster-


Day 3 – Difference #2: Our Actions
-Raise your hand if you’ve ever behaved badly (have kids raise their hands). If you’re not raising your hand, you’re lyingJ

-We all do bad things. Non-Christians AND Christians. So what’s the difference between us? (Christians are forgiven, Christians should obey God’s Word and be changing to behave better. The longer you’re a Christian, the more your actions should change.)
-Tree Drawing (leader will draw this on a poster, kids will draw it in their notebooks).
Christians are kind of like a tree. When we accept Jesus as our Savior, a seed gets planted. [draw a seed] When we learn more about God, through lessons and reading our Bibles, we are watered [draw watering can dripping water].
What happens when a seed gets watered? (it grows!). Right, after a while the seed grows into a tree. At first it’s little [draw a little tree]-you may start behaving a little better in some ways but you still behave badly in others. For example, you may start behaving better in class and stop smoking but you still hit the people that bother you and gossip about others.

Then you hear more lessons, read more of your Bible, and learn more about caring for others and using encouraging words [draw water on the little tree], and the tree grows a little bigger [draw a medium size tree].
Now you’ve stopped hitting people when they bother you and you’ve also learned to stop using bad words, but you still struggle with forgiving those who hurt you and you start judging other people for the bad things they do. Then you learn a lesson about how we need to forgive others and you’re reminded that because no one is perfect, we shouldn’t judge others, we should love them instead. Then your tree grows a little bigger [draw large tree].
You’re always going to struggle with things, but over time, the things that used to be a struggle aren’t anymore. You’re growing closer to God and people notice!

So with a group this size, some people may be a seed, some may be a little tree, some may be a medium tree, some may not be a Christian yet at all-and it’s ok wherever you are! Because the good news is that we can always grow.

So for the rest of our lesson today we’re going to talk specifically about how we can grow in the area of love. This is such a huge lesson and probably the best one we can teach you when it comes to helping you grow and change because in EVERYTHING we do, EVERY action, love is either present or absent. There or not there. When love is present people notice that we’re different, and we can point others to God! So lets dive in…

In what ways can our actions show love? (being nice to someone, helping others, listening to someone who’s upset, etc) In what ways can our actions NOT show love? (hitting someone, making fun of someone, stealing from someone, not listening/obeying your teacher,  etc) 
(Have kids look up and highlight) God tells us in John 13:34-35 (NLT) ~ 34 So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each other. 35 Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.”

Let’s read that one more time. Ok here’s a quick test:

· What does God want us to do? Love one another. 

· Why should we love one another? It will show others that you love God and show them how God changed you. .
Good job. God wants us to love others so that we can be good examples of Him. He loved us so much, and we need to be like Him and love others. So what does it mean to love someone? Do you remember the verse we read yesterday about love?

v. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 4 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud 5 or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. 6 It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. 7 Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance. 
Like we looked at yesterday there are a lot of things God says about love. What it is and what it isn’t. We’re going to take a test to see how we’re doing when it comes to loving one another. This isn’t a test where there are right or wrong answers, but a test so you can see if you’re doing a good job loving one another. These answers won’t be for anyone else to see, so be honest!

I’m going to pass out a piece of paper with the 14 descriptions of love from the verse in 1 Corinthians. We’re going to go through each part of what it means to love someone. I’m going to read you sentences that help us understand each description and then you’re going to rate yourself on how much it describes you on a scale of 1-5. 1 being it doesn’t describe you at all, 5 being it describes you a perfectly. Let’s do a silly example first.

“I like chocolate. If I had a choice between vanilla or chocolate, I would definitely choose chocolate.”  On a scale of 1-5, 1 being that doesn’t describe me at all and 5 being that definitely describes me, where would you rate yourself? Do you all understand? Ok here we go…

LOVE IS PATIENT: I am slow to become angry or irritated. I never yell or lose my temper. 

LOVE IS KIND: I am thoughtful and considerate. I compliment others. I help others.

LOVE ENVIES NO ONE: I am not jealous when others get more attention than I do. I’m not jealous when others do better than I do.

LOVE DOES NOT BOAST: I don’t brag about my accomplishments and abilities.

LOVE IS NEVER CONCEITED: I don’t think I’m the best at everything. I don’t draw attention to myself. I don’t look for things in which I am better than others.

LOVE IS NEVER RUDE: I never make others feel bad. I’m not rude. I am polite and sensitive to the needs of others.

LOVE IS NOT SELFISH: I share the things I have with others. I think about what others want and need. I let others go before me.

 LOVE DOES NOT TAKE OFFENSE: I’m not easily hurt over things that don’t really matter. People don’t worry that I’ll get mad at them.

LOVE KEEPS NO SCORE OF WRONGS: I’m quick to forgive others. I don’t have to retaliate when someone does something bad to me.

LOVE DOES NOT GLOAT OVER OTHER MEN’S WRONGS: I’m not 
secretly glad when others make a mistake or are wrong. I don’t have an “I told you so” attitude.

LOVE DELIGHTS IN THE TRUTH: I don’t like to lie. I want people to honest. I tell the truth even when it’s hard.

LOVE HAS NO LIMIT TO ITS FAITH: I am not quick to doubt others or God. I’m not pessimistic. I do not worry that God has forgotten me.

LOVE HAS NO LIMITS TO ITS HOPE: I do not get easily frustrated with life. I am hopeful in all situations.

LOVE HAS NO LIMIT TO ITS ENDURANCE: I am not quick to give up. I don’t easily get frustrated. I’m not quick to complain.

Ok that’s it. Look at your numbers. All 5’s would mean you love perfectly, and I bet that no one has all those, so anything that is less than a 5 means there’s room for improvement. So what do you need to work on?  Do you need to be more patient with others? Do you need to be less selfish? Do you need to work on not being jealous of others? I want you to write down in your journal 2 ways you want to start loving others more.

I want you to keep this piece of paper in your journal, and in a month I want you to re-rate yourself and see if you’re doing better loving others. Remember, the more we love others, the more we show others about what it means to be a Christian and to follow God.

-          Make thank you cards for teachers as a way to show love.

UPDATE POSTER
Day 4 – Difference #3: Who We Follow
What if being a Christian makes me unpopoular?
We all want to be liked, to be popular.  But how far would you go to ensure that you were popular.  Let’s try something.

If you want people to like you, stand up.  I would assume all of you should be standing.  Let’s pretend we all live in Trendyville [how does this translate?].  In this town, you have to conform to be popular, sometimes doing things you wouldn’t normally do.  I want you to sit down if I ask you to do something that you just wouldn’t do, even if it means being unpopular in Trendyville.  If you’re willing to do it, then start doing it right away when I give the instruction!

1. In Trendyville, you must clap your hands all the time.  Wait to see if anyone sits down.
2. Also in Trendyville, you must wear your shoes on the wrong feet. Give kids a minute to think about it and to put their shoes on the wrong feet.
3. To be popular in Trendyville, you must stand outside every night and sing “Happy Birthday to You” since it’s always someone’s birthday somewhere.  Go ahead and practice right now if you’re willing to do this to be popular in Trendyville.  Wait for kids to respond.
4. In Trendyville, the popular people say, “That’s AMAZING!” where they wave their hands over their heads when they like something.  Let the kids respond.
5. The popular people in Trendyville always snort when they laugh.  Listen for the laughter.
6. In Trendyville, you must eat worms for breakfast every morning.

Here is where the majority, if not all, of the kids will sit down.  If everyone isn’t already sitting down, have those still standing go ahead and sit. 

In this example the things that people would do in Trendyville to be popular seem really silly.  But, in real life, we do silly things all the time to be popular.

1. Can anyone name a silly thing that people do in real life to be popular? 

1. Smoke, drink, act out in class, be mean to others, sex….

2. These are things that we may not otherwise do, because they can be harmful to us or others, but we decide it is worth it in order to be popular.

1. What if being a Christian made you unpopular?  Would you still want to be a Christian? 

1. This isn’t just a theoretical question, God tells us in the Bible that this will be our reality as Christians!

2. Read and Highlight.  1 Peter 4:12-14 – “Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.”

3. So in this verse God tells us that when we suffer and have trials because of our faith in Christ, that in the end we will be blessed and it will be worth it.  Is this enough to make you ok with being unpopular to be a Christian?

1. Take out your notebooks and draw a line down the center.  On one side of the line I want you to make a list of all the rewards being popular brings you, and on the other side make a list of rewards being faithful and obedient to Jesus brings you. [Give kids 5-8 minutes to do this.] 

1. Have some kids give examples from their lists.

2. So which list is more important to us?  Who should we follow?

3. The Bible is very clear that we should follow God, and that Jesus is the example for our lives.

4. Read and Highlight.  John 12:26 – “Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant will also be.  My Father will honor the one who serves me.”

Simon Says Activity
Play a game of "Simon Says"? It's an easy game. You do all the things Simon says you may do, but if Simon does not say that you can do something and you do it, then you are out.

"Simon says" is an easy game as long as you follow. Following is the key to success. If you don't follow then you are out.

It is like that with Jesus too. We need to follow Him. If we want to know if something is OK or not we can ask yourself what Jesus would do. If Jesus would do it then we can do it.
1. So how can we know what Jesus would do and therefore what we should do in situations? 

1. Read the Bible.  Stories about Jesus’s life here on earth on in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  Have everyone write that down so they can remember.

2. Memorize scripture.  So that when you have a decision to make and aren’t sure what to do, you can remember what the Bible says for that situation.

                                                    i.      For example, in Matthew 5:44 Jesus instructs us what to do when people are mean to us.  Read and Highlight.  “But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you”

                                                   ii.      This is a pretty easy verse for us to memorize.  You could practice it each night for a week before you go to bed, and then you would know it forever!

                                                 iii.      And once you know it, it could be used in all sorts of situations.  Like when someone steals your candy.  You can remember that following God means loving that person, not hitting that person.

1. Another great verse that reminds us that Jesus should be our example is Hebrews 12:1-3.  Read and Highlight. 

1. Hebrews 12:1-3 – “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.”

2. What does it mean to “fix our eyes on Jesus”?  Underline this phrase.  Say it together a couple times – memorize it!

                                                    i.      To always stay focused on Him throughout all our decisions and everything that goes on in our lives.

1. This verse also says that if Jesus endured so much for us – even dying on the cross for us – how can we not endure when we are criticized or called names or made fun of for being Christians?

                                                    i.      How does this make you feel?

 
 
UPDATE POSTER
Day 5 – Difference #4: What We Say
1. I want you all to imagine for just a minute that I am making you a birthday cake.  It’s your favorite kind – maybe it’s chocolate or vanilla.  It’s going to be three layers high – so high that it almost tips over!  And between each layer will be delicious icing, and maybe even chocolate chips.  And then on top it will be decorated beautifully and your name will be spelled out, and it will be all for you. 

1. Is your mouth starting to water a little?

2. Now I want you to imagine that while I was making that same cake, I decided I wanted this cake to be a little different, and instead of sugar, I added a whole bunch of salt.  A whole big container of salt!

3. Can you imagine how what could have been just a perfect cake would taste?  

4. It would be ruined!  It would taste disgusting and no one would want to eat it!

1. Open up your Bibles for me and turn to Proverbs 16:28 (have one person read out loud and everyone highlight). 

1. “A troublemaker stirs up dissension, and a gossip separates close friends.”

1. Just like with our cake – that one ingredient, the salt – ruined the whole cake. 

1. In the same way, gossip is an ingredient that will ruin a friendship. 

2. Talking about other people in an unkind way can ruin their reputation and will cut apart friends.

1. I want you to draw a line down the center of your page like this.  Draw a smiley face on the top of the left side, and a frowny face on the top of the right side.   

1. We’re going to write down on each side the two different ways we can speak – and put the word in each column for how it would make people feel.

2. PUT DOWNS or PRAISES? When someone walks in to a room or joins a group do you praise them or put them down? You can say that you are glad they are here or give them a compliment instead of making fun of them.

3. Do you GOSSIP or DEFEND? When friends are talking about other people do you join in the gossip or do you defend the other person? Gossip - conversation about personal matters of other people.

4. Do you SLANDER or ENCOURAGE? Can someone tell me what slander is? (saying something false and damaging) You can really hurt someone by lying about them.

5. Do you TEASE or COMFORT? When someone has a bad day or they trip and fall or do something silly, how do you respond?

6. Do you tell LIES or TRUTH? Do you find yourself telling fibs to fit in with a crowd? Do you tell lies to make yourself look better? (Tell a story about getting caught in a lie.)

7. How about IMPURE TALK or PURE TALK? Are you tempted to tell jokes or talk about things that aren't pure? Maybe you saw something you shouldn't have or heard someone talking nasty and you want to repeat it.

Encouraging Words Activity- Tear a sheet of paper out of your notebook and write your name on the top.  We are going to pass around some tape and I want you to help each other tape this sheet of paper to the back of your shirt.

We’re going to go around to each person in the group and write something encouraging about them on their paper-whether you know them or not (there is always something positive to say even about someone you don’t know well and I want you to find it).

Take 10 minutes and have kids complete this task. When kids are finished, take their piece of paper off and have them read the notes.

Alright, now how did those notes make you feel? (allow answers)

If we feel good when positive things are said to us, why do you think we say negative things to others? (allow answers)

-          Pass out the cards from the KidCity kids to see how nice encouraging words can be.

Toothpaste Example
Say, "There are really two problems when it comes to hurtful words. First, somebody gets hurt when we lose control of our mouths. Secondly, no matter how hard we try, or how "sincere" we may be, we CANNOT take back what was said."

Maybe this image will help you understand what I mean. (Pull out a tube of toothpaste.)

Say, "Let's say this toothpaste tube is our mouths and the toothpaste inside is a hurtful word, or a lie, or a piece of gossip."

Then, squeeze the tube really hard, shooting toothpaste out of the tube. Point to the toothpaste on the floor or on the table and say, "See that mess; it's a lot like the mess we get into when we lose control of our mouths. That's a big problem. But, there's another really big problem: no matter how hard you try, you CANNOT put the toothpaste back in the tube. The same thing is true with our words: you cannot put them back in your mouth. Hurtful words can't be taken back.  We need to be really careful about what we say."

How do we change our words?
Now that we know how and why we want to be careful what we say, how can we change this in our lives?  There are several ways we can do it – write these down in your notebooks as we go through them…

SLOWDOWN

Read and highlight – James 1:19 “Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak”

When you want to say something, think about it first. Is it kind, pure, encouraging or a lie?  Think before you speak. It will help you figure out if it's the right thing to say. Some people have to count to 5 before speaking.

OPEN YOUR BIBLE

Read and highlight – Psalm 119:11 “I have thought much about your words and stored them in my heart so that they would hold me back from sin.”

This is a good one. If we memorize Bible verses, they will come to mind and help us remember to watch what we say. You guys are so smart and can memorize so quickly at your age. If you memorize verses, you'll know them all your life!

ASK FOR HELP

Read and highlight – Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 “Two can accomplish more than twice as much as one; they get a better return for their labor.  If one person falls, the other can reach out and help. But people who are alone when they fall are in real trouble”

If you have a hard time saying nice things or telling the truth, ask a friend to help you. If you start gossiping about someone your friend can nudge you or kick you under the table!

PRAY

Read and highlight – Philippians 4:6 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”

So, it's tough to change the way you speak overnight. It will take time and work to clean up your mouth, so ask God for help! He is all powerful and wants to help you. When you get up in the morning and are brushing your teeth, ask Him to help you with your words that day. If you have a good day - thank Him!

UPDATE POSTER


Day 6 – Difference #5: Having a relationship with God
1. Who are some people in your life that you have a close relationship with? 

1. Friends (have them name specific ones)

2. Maybe parents

1. What are the things that make you close to that person? 

1. Spending time with each other

2. Common interests

1. In the same way that you enjoy spending time together with the people you are close to, like your friends, God wants to be your closest friend in the whole world! 

1. In Revelation 3:20, it talks about this.  Revelation is the last book in the Bible.  Can anyone read this verse for me?

2. “Look!  I stand at the door and knock.  If you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in, and we will share a meal together as friends.”

3. I want you all to take the highlighters we gave you and highlight this verse in your Bible.

1. But God is up in heaven, so it’s not like we can go play soccer with Him or actually eat dinner with Him.  How can we spend time with Him?  Have everyone write these ways down in a list in their notebook as you go through them… 

1. Praying – this is the way we can talk to God

2. Reading our Bible – this is the way that God talks to us, tells us about Him, and how we should live

3. Worship – our time to praise God for how great He is

4. Marina and her team’s monthly meetings – to learn more about God

5. Going to church – another way to learn more about God

1. Now let’s all be honest with each other for a minute.  It’s one thing to say that praying, reading our Bible, and worshipping God will bring us closer to Him.  But it’s quite another thing to believe it enough that you actually do it!  And not just for a week when we come, or a day when Marina and her team come, but every day, even when no one is looking. 

1. Turn to the person sitting next to you and say “I don’t always read my Bible.”  

2. Now turn to the person on the other side of you and say “I sometimes don’t pray.”

1. Ok, so now that we have acknowledged that to each other, and you understand that I know what happens after our team leaves…. let’s talk about some of the reasons that we don’t always do these things.  Can anyone tell me some reasons? 

1. It’s more fun to play and hang out with friends

2. The Bible is hard to understand

3. I’m not smart enough or good enough

4. I don’t know where to start

5. I don’t think God will answer me when I pray

1. One way to help address all of these reasons would be to do your Bible study and prayer time together in small groups. 

1. It would be a chance to be with friends who believe like you do

2. You could discuss and help each other understand the Bible

3. And you could use your prayer journals that we made on the first day and do prayer requests together – you can pray for each other not just yourselves.

1. We’ve been telling you about meeting in small groups together for over a year now.  And we know that some of you only do it when we are here with you.  So let’s be honest again and name off some reasons that we don’t meet together all year long. 

1. Some people in here are not really my friend

2. It’s boring without your team

1. Have kids turn to Matthew 22:36-40, read, and highlight. 

1. “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.'  This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."

2. Jesus’s two greatest commands He gave to us are to 1. Love God and 2. Love others.

3. By loving others He meant EVERYONE, not just people who are always nice to us or always good – EVERYONE!  If someone in here has been mean to you in the past or even today, you need to forgive them and help them grow in their relationship with Jesus, just as you would want someone to do for you.

4. Only God can change their heart, but you can love them, be a friend to them, and welcome them with open arms into your group.  God can use this obedience to transform their life!

1. Another reason is because it is boring or just isn’t the same without our team.  It’s harder when you are alone.  Who can tell me who it is that is here with you all the time, even when our team is gone? 

1. That’s right, Jesus is.

2. Stay in Matthew, turn to Matthew 18:20 (read, highlight) – “For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.”

3. Who is speaking in this verse?  That’s right Jesus.  He is saying that when we gather together in groups of even one or two, He’s right there with us, guiding us, listening to us, and helping us.

4. Stay in Matthew and we’re going to read one more verse there – Mathew 28:20  (read, highlight) – “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

5. It’s Jesus speaking again in this verse.

i. So is there anytime that Jesus is not with us?  No.

ii. What about when we are sleeping, is He with us then? Yes. 

iii. What about when we are outside playing with our friends, is Jesus with us then?  Yes.

iv. So how about when our team leaves Jonkoi and had to go back home – who is here with us?  That’s right, Jesus is.  This verse tells us that He is with us all the time!

v. You don’t need me, or Laura, or Jeff, or …. To be here with you to read your Bible, or pray to Jesus, or do small groups together.  Jesus is here with you all the time, and He wants to be your best friend in the whole world!

1.  In our life lessons we have talked about some of the attributes of good friends – they are being honest, looking out for each other, forgiving each other, being kind to each other… 

1. Unlike any person in the whole world, Jesus is the friend that can fulfill all of these attributes all the time, without fail.  And He wants to be your best friend!

2. But friendships require two people – not just one.  You need to do your part to have a close relationship with Jesus.  In all the ways we talked about today.

UPDATE POSTER
1. To help you with your small groups after we leave, we have worked with several of your friends to set up some small groups that you can sign up to join today! 

1. Here are the sign-up sheets, so you can make a commitment to a group one day a week.

2. After we go home to the US, we will be able to know who will be meeting together in groups each day and we will be able to pray for you and your group.

3. If you miss a week, don’t get discouraged.  You can start again the next week.

4. If one week you are the only one that is able to come to your small group meeting, you can sit and do your Bible study by yourself, and then maybe the next week others will join you.

5. Have groups sign up and then do prayer requests together as a small group.

