What If I Pray Really Hard, and God Says No?
· Go over answer to homework question from the previous day:

· What did Moses pray for that God said no to (Exodus 4)?

· Moses asked God for someone else to lead his people, because he wasn’t “capable.”

· But do you remember what  reasons Moses gave for not wanting to lead the Israelites?

· He said he wasn’t a good speaker, he said he was slow.

· No one likes to be told no.
· Act out the way you usually respond when someone tells you “no.”

· Although we don’t like to hear no, sometimes it’s God’s answer. 

· Have kids read 2 Samuel 12:15-23.

15 After Nathan had gone home, the LORD struck the child that Uriah's wife had borne to 
David, and he became ill. 16 David pleaded with God for the child. He fasted and went 
into his house and spent the nights lying on the ground. 17 The elders of his household 
stood beside him to get him up from the ground, but he refused, and he would not eat 
any food with them.  18 On the seventh day the child died. David's servants were afraid 
to tell him that the child was dead, for they thought, "While the child was still living, we 
spoke to David but he would not listen to us. How can we tell him the child is dead? He 
may do something desperate."  19 David noticed that his servants were whispering 
among themselves and he realized the child was dead. "Is the child dead?" he asked. 
"Yes," they replied, "he is dead." 20 Then David got up from the ground. After he had 
washed, put on lotions and changed his clothes, he went into the house of the LORD and 
worshiped. Then he went to his own house, and at his request they served him food, and 
he ate.  21 His servants asked him, "Why are you acting this way? While the child was 
alive, you fasted and wept, but now that the child is dead, you get up and eat!" 


 22 He answered, "While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept. I thought, 'Who 
knows? The LORD may be gracious to me and let the child live.' 23 But now that he is 
dead, why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I will go to him, but he will not 
return to me."

· After David sinned, and God told David his punishment, David prayed and prayed and prayed that God would let his son live. David prayed as hard as he could, but God still said no. 

· How do you feel after reading this passage? 

· Why do you think God let David’s son die?

· Explain why you do or don’t think David praying for his son to live was a bad thing?
· How did David accept God’s answer to his prayers for his son—even though it wasn’t what he wanted? 

· What can you learn from David’s example when God says no to one of your prayers?
· Have Kids read Proverbs 15:29 

29 The LORD is far from the wicked but he hears the prayer of the righteous
· AND 2 Corinthians 12:7-10

 7To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, 
there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8Three 
times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9But he said to me, "My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all 
the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. 10That is 
why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in 
difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

· Based on these passages, explain why you do or don’t think God says “yes” only to righteous people and good prayers, and “no” to bad people and bad prayers. 
· Why might God say no to a good person or a good request?
· Have kids read Mark 14:32-36.

 32They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, "Sit 
here 
while I pray." 33He took Peter, James and John along with him, and he began to be 
deeply distressed and troubled. 34"My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of 
death," he said to them. "Stay here and keep watch." 35Going a little farther, he fell to the 
ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from him. 36"Abba’ Father," he 
said, "everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what 
you will."

· Even Jesus had a prayer that God said no to: In these verses Jesus prayed that he wouldn’t have to die on the cross. 
· What would have happened if God had said yes to Jesus’ prayer? Why was “no” the best answer to Jesus’ prayer?
· Reread verse 36. What can you learn from Jesus’ response?

· Based on the examples you’ve read about today, how can you trust God’s answers, even when they don’t seem to make sense to you? 

· How can you respond to God’s answer—whether it’s a yes or a no?

· Go through prayer requests with the kids.

· Homework for next day… based on the lesson you choose to follow this lesson, look at the homework answer from the previous day to determine what the question is to ask the kids for the next day…
