What Takes God So Long (to answer my prayers)?
· Go over answer to homework question from the previous day:
· What were the names of the women in the Bible who had to wait a long time for God to answer their prayers for a baby? (found in Genesis 21 and Genesis 30)

· Sarah (Gen 21) and Rachel (Gen 30). 

God ALWAYS hears our prayers.  And He ALWAYS answers our prayers … even though it doesn’t always seem like it.  The three ways that God answers prayers are: yes, no, and wait.  Go through these with the kids several times (them saying the three) and then throughout the lesson.

· Have kids read Psalm 69:1-13.

1 Save me, O God, for the waters have come up to my neck. 


2 I sink in the miry depths, where there is no foothold. I have come into the deep waters; 
    
   the floods engulf me. 

 
3 I am worn out calling for help; my throat is parched. My eyes fail, looking for my God. 

 
4 Those who hate me without reason outnumber the hairs of my head; many are my 
enemies without cause,those who seek to destroy me. I am forced to restore what I did 
not steal. 

 
5 You know my folly, O God; my guilt is not hidden from you. 

 6 May those who hope in you not be disgraced because of me, O Lord, the LORD 
Almighty; may those who seek you not be put to shame because of me, O God of Israel. 

 
7 For I endure scorn for your sake, and shame covers my face.  

 8 I am a stranger to my brothers, an alien to my own mother's sons; 

 
9 for zeal for your house consumes me and the insults of those who insult you fall on me. 


 10 When I weep and fast, I must endure scorn; 

 
11 when I put on sackcloth, people make sport of me. 


 12 Those who sit at the gate mock me, and I am the song of the drunkards. 

 
13 But I pray to you, O LORD, in the time of your favor; in your great love, O God,  
answer me with your sure salvation. 

· Prayer is something that people have been doing for years.  Like David, in this Psalm, sometimes you pray for a long time.  Sometimes you pray for a day, sometimes for days, sometimes for months, sometimes for years.  Just because you don’t get an answer right away doesn’t mean that God doesn’t hear you.  Sometimes the answer is no, sometimes wait, and sometimes yes.
· Why do you think God waited to answer David even though David was obviously going through a really hard time and seemed pretty desperate when he wrote this?

· Why do you think David was willing to continue to wait and trust God to answer him?

· What’s something you or someone else you know has been desperately praying about for a long time? Why do you think God hasn’t answered the prayer yet?
· It’s disappointing and frustrating when you expect God to answer your prayers right away.  It’s like being in a dark room and not seeing anything.  You keep praying, and still nothing!  If our prayers are important to God, why doesn’t he answer them right away?
· When Jesus lived on earth, he told a story to his disciples to help them with answers to prayer.
· Have kids read Luke 11: 5-13:

5-6Then he said, "Imagine what would happen if you went to a friend in the middle of the 
night and said, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread. An old friend traveling through just 
showed up, and I don't have a thing on hand.' 7"The friend answers from his bed, 'Don't 
bother me. The door's locked; my children are all down for the night; I can't get up to give 
you anything.' 8"But let me tell you, even if he won't get up because he's a friend, if you 
stand your ground, knocking and waking all the neighbors, he'll finally get up and get you 
whatever you need. 9"Here's what I'm saying: Ask and you'll get; Seek and you'll find; 
Knock and the door will open. 10-13"Don't bargain with God. Be direct. Ask for what you 
need.This is not a cat-and-mouse, hide-and-seek game we're in. If your little boy asks


for a serving of fish, do you scare him with a live snake on his plate? If your little


girl asks for an egg, do you trick her with a spider? As bad as you are, you wouldn't think 
of such a thing—you're at least decent to your own children. And don't you think the 
Father who conceived you in love will give the Holy Spirit when you ask him?"

· God loves and cares for us.  He doesn’t always answer our prayers right away and he doesn’t always say “yes.”  Remember that He is God, he’s all knowing and knows what’s best for you.  Make sure that what you are praying for what is needed and not what you want.  Make sure that your heart is pure and that there is no un-confessed sin between you and God.  When you pray, talk to God and really try to figure out what He wants.
· Have kids read Proverbs 1:28-31 AND….


28 "Then they will call to me but I will not answer; they will look for me but will not find 
me. 29 Since they hated knowledge and did not choose to fear the LORD, 30 since they 
would not accept my advice  and spurned my rebuke,  31 they will eat the fruit of their 
ways and be filled with the fruit of their scheme


…Daniel 10:10-13


10 A hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. 11 He said, 
"Daniel, you who are highly esteemed, consider carefully the words I am about to speak 
to you, and stand up, for I have now been sent to you." And when he said this to me, I 
stood up trembling.  12 Then he continued, "Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day 
that you set your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself before your God, 
your words were heard, and I have come in response to them. 13 But the prince of the 
Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. Then Michael, one of the chief princes, 
came to help me, because I was detained there with the king of Persia. 

· According to these passages, why does God take a long time to answer our prayers sometimes? 

· If someone has to wait a long time, explain whether or not you think God has or hasn’t heard the person’s prayers.

· What are some other reasons God might not answer someone’s prayers right away? How can we be certain God hears our prayers?
· God wouldn’t ask us to pray to him if he wasn’t going to listen. Let’s look at persistence paying off…

· Have kids read Luke 18:1-7 The Parable of the Persistent Widow 


 1Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and 
not give up. 2He said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor 
cared about men. 3And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the 
plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.' 4"For some time he refused. But finally he 
said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or care about men, 5yet because this 
widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually 
wear me out with her coming!' " 6And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. 
7And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and 
night? Will he keep putting them off?
· So sometimes persistence pays off, but sometimes when the answer is “no”-there can still be a happy ending.

·  Have kids read Psalm 40:1-3.


1 I waited patiently for the LORD; he turned to me and heard my cry. 


2 He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and 
gave me a firm place to stand. 


3 He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God. Many will see and fear 
and put their trust in the Lord.
· We can see in vs. 3 that many would come to know God because of what David went through. That’s great news!!

· Who knows what a testimony is?

· The situation that God has you in right now isn’t an accident. He’s creating your testimony so that for you to share with others. Seeing how God worked in your life can show others that He wants to work in theirs, despite your circumstances. If you can believe God exists and loves you, it might give hope to others.

· Take some time and write in your journal the answer to this question, 

· What is something really hard you’re dealing with right now?
· Remember to be persistent in praying for this situation, and take comfort in Romans 8:28  28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him who] have been called according to his purpose.
· Go through prayer requests with the kids.
· Homework for next day… based on the lesson you choose to follow this lesson, look at the homework answer from the previous day to determine what the question is to ask the kids for the next day…
