Why Does God Let Bad Things Happen?
· Go over answer to homework question from the previous day:

· What kind of bad things happened to Joseph (Genesis 37)?

· His brothers threw him into a well, they sold him into slavery, and told his father he was dead.

· But do you remember what happened to Joseph after that?

· Genesis 41 and 42 tells us that Joseph became a ruler of Egypt and gave his brother grain when he saw them and forgave them.

· Have kids read Job…
· 6 One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came with them. 7 The LORD said to Satan, "Where have you come from?" Satan answered the LORD, "From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it." 8 Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil."
· What kind of a man was Job?

· Does he fear God?

· 9 "Does Job fear God for nothing?" Satan replied. 10 "Have you not put a hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land. 11 But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face." 12 The LORD said to Satan, "Very well, then, everything he has is in your hands, but on the man himself do not lay a finger." Then Satan went out from the presence of the LORD.

· Why does Satan think that Job loves God?

· What does God allow Satan to do to Job?

· 13 One day when Job's sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother's house, 14 a messenger came to Job and said, "The oxen were plowing and the donkeys were grazing nearby, 15 and the Sabeans attacked and carried them off. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!" 16 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, "The fire of God fell from the sky and burned up the sheep and the servants, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!" 17 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, "The Chaldeans formed three raiding parties and swept down on your camels and carried them off. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!"
· List all the bad things these verses say happened to Job in your journal, discuss.

· In your journal draw and arrow and mark “bad”, “really bad”, and “really really really” along the line of the arrow.  Put a dot on the arrow where you would rate the events in Job’s life.  Discuss.
· What does this Scripture reveal about who’s really in control of the world?

· Do you think what God did is good or bad? Explain.

· How would you feel about life and God if you were Job?

· How does hearing that God said it was OK for Satan to test Job make you feel?

· If you were in Job’s situation, what would you want to say to or ask God?

· Have kids read Job 1:20-22…

20 At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground 
in worship 21 and said:  "Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked I will depart. 
       The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised." 

22 In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.

…and 2:9-10.

9 His wife said to him, "Are you still holding on to your integrity? Curse God and die!" 10 
He replied, "You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good from God, and 
not trouble?"  In all this, Job did not sin in what he said.
· Have kids underline in verse 9 – “shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?”

· How does Job’s response compare with what you would have felt if you were in his place?

· What does Job’s response show about his view of God and his relationship with God?
· Have kids read Job 42:10-16

10 After Job had prayed for his friends, the LORD made him prosperous again and gave 
him twice as much as he had before.
· What’s one thing you can remember from these verses the next time you deal with hard times?

· Go through prayer requests with the kids.

· Homework for next day… based on the lesson you choose to follow this lesson, look at the homework answer from the previous day to determine what the question is to ask the kids for the next day…
