Character Traits Life Lesson

The Animal Orphanage Skit
Narrator: Just like people, animals have orphanages, too.  This is a story about Rabbit and his first days at the Animal Orphanage.

Mrs. Owl: Young ones, this is Jack and he’ll be staying with us from now on.  Let’s make him feel welcome.

Mouse: (Rudely) Why?!?

Mrs. Owl: Because, MOUSE, you were new here once, too, and wasn’t it good to have people that made you feel like you belong?

Mouse: (Almost sarcastically): I guess…

Mrs. Owl:  Good.  PIG, RABBIT will be staying in with you, so please take his bag to your room.  MOUSE, you show RABBIT around.  

Rabbit: (To PIG) Please be careful with my bag…all my valuable things are in there!

PIG picks up bag.  RABBIT and MOUSE exit SL, MRS. OWL exits SR.  PIG looks to see if he is alone, then opens the bag and takes out a bag of candy, then exits SL.
Narrator: So Rabbit’s first day at the Animal Orphanage got started.  When lunch time came, Rabbit sat by himself to eat his lunch because he didn’t have any friends yet.  The other animals didn’t like Rabbit because he was smaller than all of them, and because he was new.

Mrs. Owl walks by Rabbit with her hands full and drops some papers that are clipped together.  RABBIT stops eating his lunch and hands the papers back to MRS. OWL.

Mrs. Owl: Thank you, Rabbit…that was very polite.  I was looking for you anyway.  Please come by my office at 3 this afternoon for a few minutes.

Rabbit: Yes ma’am.  

MOUSE, PIG, and BEAR are all sitting together eating lunch and talking.  BEAR has obviously seen what transpired between RABBIT and MRS. OWL.
Mouse: That new kid, Rabbit…he’s not going to make it here.  He’s too strange.

Pig: I know what you mean!  When he unpacked all his stuff in our room, it all smelled funny.  And why are his ears so long?

Mouse: I don’t know, but I sure hope he doesn’t stay here very long.

Bear: Those sure are silly reasons to decide you don’t like someone.  I haven’t met him yet, but I bet if we give him a chance, he might prove to us he’s a nice guy.

BEAR gets up with his lunch and walks to where RABBIT is eating alone.

Bear: I’m Bear.  Can I eat lunch with you?

RABBIT: I’m Rabbit.  Of course you can.

RABBIT and BEAR sit and mime a conversation.  PIG and MOUSE watch for a few seconds, then reluctantly go over and join them.  

Narrator: After a few weeks, everyone at the Animal Orphanage decided they liked Rabbit, just as Squirrel predicted.  He was smart, athletic, and really did his best to be nice to everyone, even when that was hard!  Boar decided he liked his new roommate so much that he decided to get something off his chest that had been bothering him for a long time…

PIG and RABBIT are sitting and reading.

PIG: Rabbit, can I tell you something?

RABBIT: Sure.

PIG: Do you remember on your first day here when I brought your bag up to the room?  Well, when nobody was around, well…I opened your bag and stole some of your candy.  I’m really sorry I did it; you just had so much in there and I didn’t think you’d notice but I know it wa--

RABBIT: I know you did, Pig.  I noticed it as soon as I started to unpack.  That was my favorite kind of candy, too, but I forgave you a long time ago…way before you asked me to.  

PIG: Really?  Why?

RABBIT: Well, I make mistakes all the time and I want people to forgive me.  I decided that if I want to be forgiven when I mess up, I should be willing to forgive people when they mess up.

Narrator: More time went by and Pig and Rabbit grew to be very close friends.  They did their homework together, always played on the same soccer team, and helped each other whenever they could.  One day, Rabbit came to Pig to help make a decision…

PIG is sitting alone on stage when RABBIT runs on.
Rabbit: Hey!  One of the older kids wanted me to go outside with him and smoke.  I’ve never done it before and I wanted to see if you wanted to come with me!

Pig: Slow down, Rabbit.  Why would you want to start doing that now if you’ve never done it before?  

Rabbit: Well, one of the older kids offered it to me.  I think he’ll like me if I do it.

Pig: But everyone already likes you, Rabbit.  And if it would take doing something silly like that to make him like you, it might not be worth it.  Plus, have you seen the older kids that smoke when we play soccer outside?  We can run for HOURS, but they get tired and start coughing after 30 minutes or so.  I think it’s because of all those cigarettes.  

Rabbit: I never thought of it that way.  And there’s no way it’s worth being “cool” if it’s going to harm my health in the long run.  Pig, you might not realize it, but you’re a great friend!  Let’s go play some soccer.

PIG and RABBIT exit SL.
Narrator: And so, life went on for the animals at the Animal Orphanage.  They’re not extraordinary animals, but they realize that the choices they make now about who they’re going to be will have long-lasting effects on the rest of their lives.  THE END!

