Life Lesson: Decision Tree

Introduce them to the decision tree:

The choices you make right now will change your future. Believe it or not, one little choice you make today could change your life in 20 years! Imagine that! It is so important to make good choices so that you can have a good life when you leave Jonkoi. This game we are going to play is going to show you how the choices you will make today, or soon, will change your life. Do you want to play?!

Ok, I will read a question out loud and you need to come up with an answer to the question.  Don’t worry if we don’t make the choices you would have made, we will play many times so you can see how different choices make your life different in the end.  When you give me an answer to a question, your answer will lead us to the next question. We will do this five times until we reach a number at the end of the board. That number tells us which life you have created with your choices. We will read out loud how your life turned out. Are you ready to play!?

[Play this game as many times as you can get the kids to. The more times, the better since there are so many different possible life outcomes. Pray the kids will begin to see the patterns that emerge from good and bad choices].

See how the choices you make TODAY will change your life in a few years? It is very important to make good choices, even when it is difficult and people around you are making bad choices. Bad choices lead to a bad life. Good choices lead to a good life. God promises that He has a plan for GOOD for your future if you follow Him! He wants to you have a good life, and if you make good choices, He will bless you! Make it a good life!

OLDER KIDS:

Now it is your turn.  You are going to draw a timeline of your life. Here is what you should do:
· First, draw a big line down the middle of your paper.  [Show example].

· Next, write in the years from 2010-2015. [Show example].

· What year will you leave the orphanage? Write that down. 

· Draw a picture or write a few words describing what you would like your life to be like in 2015. Imagine the best life possible!

· Next fill in the rest of your years with the choices you will make and where you will be. You are creating a plan for the next 5 years of your life…

When drawing their lives, have them consider:

1. What choices will I make to stay healthy?

2. What choices will I make to have good friends?

3. What choices will I make to be a good person like God wants me to be?

4. Do I want to have a family? What choices will I make to have a good marriage and a good family one day?

5. What choices will I make to have a good job?

6. What do I want my life to look like in 5 years? (older kids)

YOUNGER KIDS:

Now it is your turn to dream!  You are going to draw a timeline of the rest of your life. Here is what you should do:

· First, draw a big line down the middle of your paper.  [Show example].

· Next, write in your ages, from now until 20 years from now. [Show example].

· What age will you leave the orphanage? Write that down. 

· Draw a picture or write a few words describing what you would like your life to be like in 20 years. Imagine the best life possible! Do you have a family, a home, a job? What are you doing every day? 

· Next fill in the rest of your years with the choices you will make and where you will be. You are creating a plan for your life… remember the choices you made on the decision tree. Which choices created the best life?

When drawing their lives, have them consider:

1. What choices will I make to stay healthy?

2. What choices will I make to have good friends?

3. What choices will I make to be a good person like God wants me to be?

4. Do I want to have a family? What choices will I make to have a good marriage and a good family one day?

5. What choices will I make to have a good job and make money?

6. What do I want my life to look like in 20 years? 

*Feel free to allow the kids to use the poster board as a reference. Let individual kids play the game and look at the life outcomes glued on the back (or read them to them). 

