Friendships and Relationships Life Lesson
Friendships

· What is a good friend?

· Proverbs 18:24

“A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a Friend who sticks closer than a brother.”

· What friend do you think this passage is talking about?  Jesus.

· Can someone tell us some examples of traits of a good friend?

· Help you stay on the right path

· Encourage you

· Trustworthy

· Make you laugh

· We mess up a lot!  So it is important in friendship to have friends who will always forgive you and you should always forgive them.

· Colossians 3:13

“Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another.”

Activity

· Divide kids into their small groups

· Small groups get 7 minutes to work together to prepare a 2 minute skit on one of the following attributes of a good friend:

· Help steer a friend who is going down the wrong path

· Forgive friends

· Defend others

· Be truthful so that your friends will trust you

Relationships

· We’ve learned a lot about friendships today.  Now we are going to talk for a few minutes about what God has to say about another kind of relationship you will have sometimes in your life – dating relationships (boyfriends, girlfriends).

· Mix together oil and water, shake it up.  Mix together yellow and blue food coloring, shake it up.  Come back to these later.

· 1 John 4:16

“And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.  God is love.  Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.”

· So God’s love for us is the model of the way we should love in relationships.  That’s the way we should love others and we should look for someone that can love us that way.  But that person can only love is that way, if they know God’s love in their hearts first.  The way you do!

· Let’s read this verse and see all the things that God says love should be

· 1 Corinthians 13:4-7

“Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.”

· So what are three things that God says here that love should be?

· Datable Guy/Girl Powerpoint

· Explain oil/water is like to non-Christians dating.  They don’t mix together because one of them doesn’t know God’s love.  The food colors mixed together and together made a pretty green color.  Both of them knew about God’s love.
