Living the Life that God wants for You!
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We enjoyed spending this week with you so much, and we wish we could be with you all the time to teach you more about Jesus and how much He loves us!  He loves us so much that He gave us the Bible to teach us how we should live on this earth because He has the greatest plan for our lives!  Since you love Jesus in your heart, He wants your actions to be an outside reflection of all that love in your heart, even when it’s not the way others in the world are living!
We hope you will enjoy this activity book that will tell you more about what the Bible says about the lessons we learned this week.

We love you and miss you very much! 
“How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!  Any that is what we are!  The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him!”  1 John 3:1
Smoking and Drinking
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God desires for us to take care of our bodies by not doing things to hurt them, like smoking and drinking.  So that we can run, jump, be healthy, and be an example of Him to others!  Here’s what God says about this in the Bible:

“Listen my son, and be wise, and keep your heart on the right path.  Do not join those who drink too much or gorge themselves on food, for drunkards and gluttons become poor, and drowsiness covers them in rags.”  Proverbs 23:19-21
“Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?  You are not your own; you were bought at a price.  Therefore honor God with your body”  1 Corinthians 6:19-20

Character Traits

Hurry!  Follow the maze to show kindness to Vanya who fell and hurt himself:
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Integrity

“Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor; for we are all members of one body.”  Ephesians 4:25
Respect

“Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor authority.”  1 Peter 2:17
Kindness

“But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back.  Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked.  Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”  Luke 6:35-36

Good judgment

“Teach me knowledge and good judgment, for I believe in your commands.  Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I obey your word.”  Psalm 119:66-67
Read Ephesians 4:17 – 5:21

God Fulfills All Our Needs
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In the same way that God feeds the birds that fly in the sky and clothes the flowers with beautiful colors and petal, He will also take care of you.  Don’t you think God loves you even more than the birds and flowers?  It’s not always going to be easy, but God promises to take care of you, if you trust Him and follow Him.

Read Matthew 6:25-34

“No one can serve two masters.  Either he will hate one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despite the other.  You cannot serve both God and Money.”  Matthew 6:24

Friendships and Relationships
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In the Bible, God tells us over and over again that it is so important for us to love each other – even the people that it is not easy for us to love!  It is the best way that we can show others Jesus Christ’s love for them.  Here are some examples of what the Bible says about your relationships with other people:
“Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as yourself.”  Leviticus 19:18

“Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another.  Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother’s way.”  Romans 14:13

Read Romans 12:9-21

True Love Waits
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We learned this week that God wants us to keep our bodies pure and holy.  In all situations where it is our choice, He wants us to wait until we are married to be sexually intimate, because it is something He created special only for the marriage relationship.  If we choose to disobey God it can create physical, emotional, and spiritual pain.  God wants to save us this pain, because He loves us so much!  We also learned that we should try to help each other in our commitment to purity!
“Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy.  Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.”  Romans 13:13-14

“It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; that each of you should learn to control your own body in a way that is holy and honorable, not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God; and that in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him”  1 Thessalonians 4:3-6
“Therefore, I urge you brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”  Romans 12:1

Life Timeline
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In our lesson, we talked about how sometimes things happen in your life that you don’t expect and you don’t know why they are happening.  But God knows!  Just like a connect-the-dots game, God can see the big picture even before you put all the dots together.  He loves you and promises that all things work together for good if you love and trust Him!  We also learned that when you have goals and dreams you can pray and make good choices to make it possible to reach those dreams in the future!
“ ‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘Plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’ ”  Jeremiah 29:11

“Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths; guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in your all day long.”  Psalms 254-5

Read 1 Peter 4:1-11

