Needs and Wants / Budgeting Life Lesson
Needs and Wants

· Go through needs and wants powerpoint presentation to help the kids decide what things are needs and what are wants.

· Kids break up into their small groups and use the “Needs / Wants” Template.  Kids cut out three needs and three wants that they find in magazines/sales adds and glue stick them onto the correct side of the page

Budgeting
· God loves us so much that He promises to always meet all of our needs.  Remember, though that there is a difference between needs and wants!  Does God promise to meet all our wants?  No

· Matthew 6:24
“No one can serve two masters.  Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despite the other.  You cannot service both God and Money.”

· What is this verse telling us about money?

· What do you think would happen if we began to love money the way we are supposed to love God?

· Matthew 6:25-28

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear.  Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes?  Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not much more valuable than they?  Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?  And why do you worry about clothes?  See how the lilies of the field grow.  They do not labor or spin.”

· Do you think God loves us more than the birds and the flowers?  Yes, He’s telling us in these verses that He does.

· Do you think the birds spend a lot of time worrying about what they will have for dinner tonight?  No they don’t.
· If God loves us even more than the birds and flowers, is He going to take care of our needs? Yes.  He doesn’t promise it will always be easy.  But He does promise to take care of us.

· Matthew 6:33
“But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”

· What is this verse telling us we should focus on?  Obeying God, serving Him, discipling others for His kingdom.  What does discipling mean?

· And what does He say will happen if we focus on these things?  He will take care of everything else – all our needs!

Budgeting Activity

Now we are going to practice an activity in our small groups to learn about how we will budget money after we grow up and leave the orphanage.

Each small group leader will get a Ziploc with the following instructions + cut out shapes for each kids that represent each item + 2,300 euros (that will represent grievnas) for each kid.
1. Give each student 2,300 grs… this is their salary if they complete technical school. 

2. The students must pay for their needs and see what they have left for their wants. 

3. Each cutout in the bag represents a need or want as follows: 

a. Heart:  tithe 230grs (for savings, just have them put 230 grs aside) 

b. House:  shelter 3,800 grs (How many roommates will they need to have a workable budget?)  For Leaders – one roommate = 1,900; two roommates = 1,260; three roommates = 950; four roommates = 760.
c. Apple:  food 250 grs a month 

d. Boots:  clothing 200 grs a month 

e. Smiley face:  personal items (soap, shampoo, etc.) 150 grs a month 

f. Bus:  transportation 200 grs a month (2 trips a day) 

g. Soccer Ball:  entertainment 150 grs a month 

h. Locomotive:  vacation 3750 grs (long term goal) 

4. Have the students’ trade in their money for each want or need… how much, if anything, is left at the end of the month? 
Challenge Questions

· How long would it take to save for a vacation?

· How could you get to that goal sooner (walk to work to save on transportation, don’t spend as much on entertainment, get another roommate, get a 2nd job--reducing tithe and savings should be discouraged)?

· What would happen if you didn’t go to technical school and your salary is now 1,500 grs a month?  How does this change their wants/needs?

