True Love Wait - Background
Relevant Ukraine Statistics
· 80% of boys and 50% of girls have sex before they turn 18 years old

· About half of these girls become pregnant before they turn 18 years old

· More than 50% of teenagers have at least 3 partners before they are 20 years old

· 45% of young couples divorce within the first year of marriage

· 60% of orphan girls in Ukraine end up in prostitution

· Life expectancy in Ukraine (per UNICEF) -- good statistic for Mandy’s timeline:
· 1970 – 71 years old

· 1990 - 70 years old

· 2007 – 68 years old

Audience Participation Ideas
Activity 1: After intro/setting the stage for discussion: Give each kid a 3X5 card and ask them to write one sentence description of the perfect marriage.  Collect them and pick a couple to discuss.

a. What does it take to have a marriage like the one you described?

b. Is there anything you can do as a teenager to prepare for this kind of marriage?

Activity 2: Towards the end/discussion of how to wait: Put down a short strip of masking tape and pick a kid to be blindfolded.  Have the other kids verbally direct the kid to walk as close to the line of tape as possible without touching it.  If they touch it, they are out, and try with another kid.

c. How difficult was it to not touch the tape when you were blindfolded?

d. How would they have felt differently if it was a cliff instead of tape?

e. How is this similar to how some kids approach sex before marriage?

Relevant Quotes from Josh McDowell’s “Why True Love Waits”

· Behind every negative commandment in the Bible, there are two loving motivations.  One is to protect us, and the other is to provide for us.  The “thou shalt nots” of the Bible come not from a tyrannical ruler who wants to spoil our fun but from a loving Father who has our best interest at heart.
· All of us live in a fallen world that brings us a great deal of disappointment, heartache, and pain.  Nobody likes suffering, so we often try to alleviate it in some way.  The Bible points out repeatedly that we have two choices in dealing with our problems: the wrong way and the right way; the world’s way and God’s way; the irrational way and the rational way; the illegitimate way and the legitimate way.

· Love is primarily an act of the will, a choice to make the welfare and happiness of another individual more important than our own.

· There must be complete trust, complete commitment, and complete acceptance.  Such attitudes are possible only in marriage.  It is worth waiting for.

· The basic difference between an animal and a human being is that the human being is created in the image of God, with the ability to make right moral decisions and to act upon them.

· If we have walked ten steps away from God, he has already walked nine steps toward us.  But we have to take that final step to a restored relationship with him.

· Kids don’t want to have sex, they just want someone to care about them (especially kids from broken homes, particularly relevant for orphans).

· They need to know about both sex and love – and the difference between them.

· Today’s teenagers think love is an act instead of a commitment.

· When they say, “If you love me, you’ll have sex with me,” they are only keeping in line with their own distorted definition of performance-based love.  The biblical picture of love is one of giving without expecting anything in return, accepting another person without conditions, and experiencing a security in the relationship that is not dependent on performance.

· Premarital sex is not the unforgiveable sin.

· Love makes the security, happiness, and welfare of another as important as our own.  This type of love is not selfish, considers others more important than ourselves, and seeks to guard and strengthen the dignity God has given each person.  It is a reflection of God’s love for us.

· As a general rule, many have reduced love to one of two things: (1) a warm feeling or emotional reaction, or (2) a positive response to a relationship that makes them feel good.
